
Water-Saving 

Tips! 
Garbage Disposal 
A garbage disposal requires a lot of 
water to operate properly. Use a 
disposal only when necessary. 

Dishwasher 
·Use your 
automatic 
dishwasher only 
for full loads. 

Toilet Flushing 

; 

, 

Avoid using your toilet as a 
wastebasket. Tissues, insects and 
other things belong in a 
trash can, not the toilet. 

Bathing 
Take only shallow baths. 

Washing Dishes by Hand 
When washing dishes by hand, fl.ll 
one sink or basin with soapy water 
and fl.ll the rinsing sink to one-third 
or one-half full - avoid 
letting the water run 
continuously in 
the rinsing sink. 

Laundry 
Run only full loads in the washing 
machine. Running the machine when 
it's full will save you 
time, energy and 
water. 

Shower 
Limit the time water 
runs while you're taking a shower. 
Install a low-flow showerhead. 

Washing Hands 
Don't let the water run 
while you are washing 
your hands. 

Yard Watering 
Water only on your watering day and 
only when 30 percent of the lawn shows 
signs of wilt: leaf blades folded in half, 
blue-gray color and footprints remain 
on the lawn for several minutes 
after walking on it. • 

Brushing Teeth 
Turn off the water while 
brushing your teeth. 

For additional information about our water resources, please contact 
the Communications Department of the Southwest Florida Water Management District 

at 1-800-423-1476, ext. 4757, or visit our web site at WaterMatters.org. 

Southwest Florida 
Water Management District 

WATERMATIERS.ORG ·1-800-423-1476 

The Southwest Florida Water Management District {District) does not discriminate on the basis of disability. This nondiscrimination policy involves every aspect of the 
District's functions, including access to and participation in the District's programs and activities. Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation as provided for in the 
Americans with Disabilities Act should contact the District's Human Resources Director, 2379 Broad St., Brooksville, FL 34604-6899; telephone (352) 796-7211 or 
1-800-423-1476 (FL only), ext. 4702; TDD 1-800-231-6103 (FL only); or email ADACoordinator@WaterMarrers.org. 



Daily Water Use 

at Home 
Complete this survey to estimate how 
much water is used in your home daily. 
Average Use: Write the number of times you and your family members do each activity 
in one day. Then multiply the number for Water Used by the Number of Times the 
activity is done. This will give you the number for the Gallons Used column. 

Calculated Use: Record the number of total minutes used for each activity. Then 
multiply the number for Water Used by the number of Total Minutes to fmd the 
number for the Gallons Used column. For an activity you didn't do, place a o under 
Gallons Used. Add all the numbers under Gallons Used to fmd the Total Gallons Used. 

AVERAGE USE 

Activity Water Used Number of Times Gallons Used 

Dishwasher 12 gallons p erload 

Toilet Flushing 4 gallons pe r flush 
-

Bathing 36 gallons ( full tub) 

Laundry 43 gallons p er load 

CALCULATED USE 

Activity Water Used Total Minutes Gallons Used 

Garbage Disposal 4 gallons per minute 

Brushing Teeth 4 gallons per minute 

Washing Hands 4 gallons per minute 

Washing Dishes by Hand 4 gallons per minute 

Shower 4 gallons per minute 

Yard Watering with Hose 9 gallons per minute 

Total Gallons Used 

Discuss ways to conserve water at home with your family. Write two of the 
ways on the lines provided. Decide how you will help each other practice 
your new habits. Share ideas with your classmates. 



EXAMPLE OF 0.4 INCH WATER USAGE 

If you water your lawn for one (1) hour per day for ten (10) days you will use the following: 

48,186 gallons per day/24 hours= 2,007.75 gallons per hour x 10 days= 20,077.5 gallons of water. 

If you water your lawn 4 hours a day for 10 days your grass will consume 80,310 gallons of water. 
(20,077.5 gallons x 4 = 80~310 gallons of water) 

GALS/YR !;OST IYR 

• (0.1 INCJI) 2.1 3,012 1,099,246 $ 549 

• (0.21NCJI) 8.4 12,047 4,396,983 $ 2,198 

• (O.J INCH) 18.8 27,105 9,893,211 $4,947 

.-.... 
(0.41NCJI) 33.5 48,186 17,587,930 $ F3,794 

ABOVE BASED ON 60 PSI AND $0.50/1000 GAI.S. PUMPING COST. IF LEAK IS ESCI\I'ING INTO A SANITARY MAIN, THESE COSTS WILL 
MORE THAN DOUBLE. (NUMBERS WILL VARY SLIGHTLY rllJE TO ROUNDING). 
ESTIMATING LI!.AIS LOSSES: wt~r~ ~~:.~~fJJ."1 t,::~;.~"E 
FOB. CIB.CIIIAil HOLES: P ~ STATIC PRESSUIIE IP-'1 

h • AREA OF CIIJ\r.l [s~. lnch.a) 
GPM = 21 o• n- raoM oatHs 

FOR CJlACJCS A JOINTS ~ g~:~S~Img~~D--0~.A<;)~ STRF..AM ~ o Ol GPM 
GPM = 23A ff I r.ur [8 OZ.) PEII MINIHF. ~ O.Otll GrM 

COST YOU CASH. I DF.f.A/l'OP CAN l ll OZ. I l'f.ll MINI n E = n . tl'l~ GI'M 

Htfm•tes but thrv're "close nuff" ror the person In the trench. 


